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I. Basis of the report 



1 . This report has been drawn on the basis of {Replacement sheets which have been famished to the receiving Office in response to an invitation 
under Article 14 are referred to in this report as "originally filed'* and are not annexed to the report since they do not contain amendments.)'. 

| | the international application as originally filed. 

the description, pages ]^ , as originally filed, 

pages , filed with the demand, 

pages , filed with the letter of 

pages , filed with the letter of 



the claims, 



Nos. 
Nos. 
Nos. 
Nos. 
Nos. 



1-9 



, as originally filed, 

, as amended under Article 19, 

, filed with the demand, 

, filed with the letter of 

, filed with the letter of 



the drawings, 



sheets/fig 
sheets/fig 
sheets/fig 
sheets/fig 



1/2-2/2 



, as originally filed, 
, filed with the demand, 
, filed with the letter of 
, filed with the letter of 



2. The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

□ 

the description, pages 

the claims, Nos. 



□ 

the drawings, sheets/fig 



3 I I This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments had not been made, since they have been considered 
1 — 1 to go beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the Supplemental Box (Rule 70.2(c)). 

4. Additional observations, if necessary: 
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V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 


1 . Statement 






Novelty (N) 


Claims 


1-9 YES 




Claims 


NO 


Inventive step (IS) 


Claims 


1-9 YES 




Claims 


NO 


Industrial applicability (IA) 


Claims 


1-9 YES 




Claims 


NO 



2. Citations and explanations 

Reference is made to the following document : 



Dl: US 5,325,456 

Document Dl, which is considered the prior art 
closest to the subject matter of claim 1, describes 
(the references between parentheses refer to that 
document) : 



a method for positioning an optical component (48) 
between two optical fibres (12L-1, 12L-2) , each 
provided at its end with a lens (46A, 46B) at the 
ends thereof, characterised in that the method 
consists in: 



drilling a support (50) , the inner diameter of 
which makes it possible to slide an optical 
fibre therein; 

creating a blind cut in the support (50) in such 
a way as to divide the passage of the fibre into 
two parts, a first planar surface of the cut 
being perpendicular to a longitudinal axis of 
said passage (see figure 1 and column 5, 
lines 32 to 3 8 of the description) ; 
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positioning the component (48) in the blind cut; 
and 

positioning an optical fibre in each part of the 
passage . 

The subject matter of claim 1 thus differs from the 
method disclosed in Dl in that : 

in Dl, the fibre is inserted directly into the 
support, whereas in the method as per claim 1, it is 
inserted into a capillary previously inserted into 
the support . 

The subject matter of claim 1 is therefore novel 
(PCT Article 33 (2) ) . 

The present invention can thus be considered to 
address the problem of how to make the tolerances 
when drilling the support less restrictive. 

The solution to this problem proposed in claim 1 of 
the present application is considered to involve an 
inventive step (PCT Article 33(3)) for the following 
reasons : 

no known prior art document discloses the use of a 
capillary inserted into a hole drilled in a support 
block so as to relax the dimensional tolerances with 
respect to the drilling of the hole permitting 
alignment of a fibre inserted in the hole. It is 
therefore not obvious to a person skilled in the art 
to previously insert a capillary into the hole 
drilled in the support before introducing the fibre. 

Claims 2 to 6 are dependent on claim 1 and therefore 
likewise meet the PCT requirements for novelty and 
inventive step. 
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Finally, the device in claim 7 allows the 
implementation of the method as per claim 1 and 
includes, in particular, a capillary tube allowing 
far wider tolerances when drilling the hole in the 
support, as explained above. The subject matter of 
claim 7 is thus novel and involves an inventive step 
for the reasons explained above. Claims 8-9 are 
dependent on claim 7 and therefore likewise meet the 
PCT requirements for novelty and inventive step. 
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